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The death of the great Parlelan banker. Al¬

fred Andre, has served to call attention to tho

remark.ild.- poeltloa that has been QUWtly and
unobtnislvely v;»n In nearly every walk of

French lif.- by th.- one- bitt.rly peraecuted
Proteatant*. it is doubtful whether Klng Loula,
when he r.-p ale.l the Edict of Nuntea and drove

thousands Upon thousands of Huguenots Into

exlb- i ver dr-amed that a day would come wh< n

the outoasts WOUld not only enjoy clvll rlght*
and BOClal BtatU* ln every way eojua! to those of
( ;i'.h tllea, but WOUld even be r/ennttted tJ enjoy a

commanding Influence In polltlca, ln linance. in

ar..«ltei-.Miii-.. and laat. but not leaat, ln Boclety.
Tor the Conatesae da PU-rrtalea, whoae leaderahlp
of the great world her* is recc*rnlaed to auch
an extent that she is unlveraally known as "la
Comtcaaa." Juai aa if there were no other wom-

.1 ln Parla poaaraard Of n right to that tltle, ls

a Proteatanl and has remalned so throajghout
her long and glorloua aoclal reign, which began
ln tha days when her friend the Empreaa Bu-
g.'-nle. who dld her best to converl her to Cath-
oliclsm. occupled the Tuib rlee, and has con¬
tlnued unlmpalrad ever since.
Another promlnenl member of soclety who

pTofoT* the aame falth la lt Bolaay d'An-
glas. formerly Envoy of Franee tO MexlCO, nnd
nmong his Proteatanl fellow deputlea In th- Na-
ttonal Legialature are M. de Wltt, M. Camllle
Pclletan. and the former Mlnlater of Commerce,
M. Lebon. M. Floji" U who dled wlthin a few

days of M. Andre, and who occupled a

promlnenl poaltlon in political llfe as Cabln
Mlnlater, Premli r and Prealdent of the Chamber
of Deputlea, belonged, like his wlfe, to the Re-
formed Chureh, as dld the late Jul^s Ferry, so

frequently Prlm* Mlnlater, while the present
Preniier, the Mlnlater of Justice, the Minlsftr
of Forelgn Affaii* and the Minister <>f the In-
terlor, ar* every one of them Proteatant*.
Among the other follower* of Calvln who have
made their mark in contemporary French hls-
tory are the ex-Prlme Mlnlatera de Freyclnet
and Ribot. M. Andrieux, so long at the head of
the poiice of this clty; M. Uarbey, former Min¬
ister of Marlne; MM. Ia Royer and Leon Say,
former Prealdentg of the Senate; M. Loubet.
the actual occupant of that lofty ofllce, which
ls Becond only in dlgnity to that of the Presidt-nt
of the Republic; M. Poubelle, Prefect of the
Beine, and consequently chlef maglatrate of the
¦Mtropolla; the new Governor of Madagascar
and the Governor-General of Franco's posses-
elons ln Cocbln China and TonqutO. In the
Aeademy one linds nearly a dosen of the Forty
Imniortals who are ei;her Calvlnlsts or Lu-
theranB. Pi.-rre Loti. Vlctor Cherbuliez and
Liglovie Halevy belng, perbapa, the best known
of the number.

CALVINI.-TS IN FLNANCE.
But it is espocially in the financial world tbat

the Proteataata are to the fore. and as a class
they constitute the only rival worthy of s.-rioua
consideration on the part of the Jewlsh "Hautfl
Flnance." Thus, when the last Russian loan
was issued in Parls two or three years ago,
and the Rothschllds and others of thelr CO-
rf-ligionists deciir.ed tu have anything to do
wlth the nffair in consequenco of th* peraecu-
tlotis to whlch the Jews were belng auhjected
ln the domlnlona of the Czar, the Proteatanl
banker* here, co*_iprialng the Vornes. the Mai-
lets, the Andres. the HottlngUers, the Fillet-
Willes. ns also the Foulds, and the Helnes. both
of Whtoh latter famiiiea nre now convertej to
Calvlnlsm. took the loan up, and in splte of all
Bebrew oppoaltloa carried it through to a suc-
cessful issue.
Pre-eminent among ali these prlnces ..f flnance

was M. Alfred Andre. who has just dled, and,
notwlthstanding his auaterlty nnd tha aeverlty
of hls wajffl of llfe, which antagonized many. he
has left behlnd hlm a reeord as the most publlc-
Bpiritc-d citizen and phllanthroplal of hls day.
He was the princlpal support of the Young
Men'a Christlan Aesoclation. and innumorablo
charltable institutions owe their orlgin and
their maintenance to hls generoelty. Curloualy
enough, the Protestant eloment is arrayed on
the side of thos,^ who aro anxlous for the re-
tention of Ihe Concordat. For the latter not
alone governs the relatlons between the French
Government and th--- Papacy ln COnnectton wlth
the control of tho Cathollc Chureh In thls coun¬
try, but likewise provldcs a large annual sub-
venilon, amounting to aeveral mtllloriB of francs,
for the stipends of the Proteatant clergy. Were
the Concordat to be annulled, as ther* ls every
proapect of Its being if the preaent adroln'.s-
tratlon (whlch includes an unfrocked abbe in
Its ranks as Minister of Publlc Worshlp) re-

mains in power, not merely the Cathollc Chureh
.would loe* its annual grant of $3,000,000. but
the Protestant Chureh would likewise be

i mulcted. a prospect which lt by no means

J relishee.
Cunsternctlon relgns in clubland here oWlng

to the actlon of Ihe Government ln enforctng
the new tax of two and a half francs on
.ach puck oi cards. This has the effect of
rendering a game of baccarat. for instanop,
where a large number of packs of cards are
used durlng the course of a game, exceedlngly
eostly, and the Jockey, tho Cercle de la Rue
Royale and other leading cluba where the play
ls hlgh are s< rlously conaldi rlng the advlaa-
bility of abandonlng tha cuatom, oonaecrated
by tradltion. of UBlng new packs for each
"taille." ln that evenl it is dlfflcult to aee where
th - financial beneiit to the Qovernment wlll
come in, slnci- it would Involve a d.-cu-ease in
the aal* of cards to the extenl of almost 50
per cent, this. too, In ai ite «.f tin- watchful care
exerclsed hy tha Oovernment wlth regard to the
:.:¦ ..f already used und cleaned cards Two
yaar* ago tbe n-venu.. ,,;iic<-rv dlacovered some-
where ln tha nelghborhood of Rordeaux a fac¬
tory which mad* a apeelalty "f cleanlng and
furbishlng up old playlng cards, whlch wer*
th. n aold, "f C ursc, at a greatly redueed prke,. by the small tafea and li-iuor ahopa ln the
suburbs hen- to ihe cuatomen. Tht- ownera of
the factory ln queatlon were not only Ilned, but
alao Imprlsoned <>n the charge of defrauding
th>- Btate, th<- punishment inllicted belng made
i .dally aevere, wlth the object of dlacourag-
Ing any other people who mlghl endeavor to
turn a dlahoneei penny by emharklng in that
partlcular br-.noh of Induatry.

AN INNOVATION IN KTIQFKTTF.
Every f reign- r who !ias llved f.ir any time in

ffrani . ^--* 11 rejol ... to k ara that the present Go-.
arnment hav* determln*d to almpllfy the *tllted
at. i cumberaom* modae of elosing a letter whlch
havo pravallcd until n..w, not only ln «>ffi< iai eor-
i nd.-n.*-. bi t alao In private latercoura*. Thus
lt haa been customary hltberto to lermlnate one'a
SpUtolary communlcntlona by aui almoat abj «l
, ;. ty to the reciplenl lo Bccept th* wrtter'a
"respectful assurances" of hls "most distin-
gulvbed" or "hlgheai conalderatlon." Ther.- wei .

eertaln gradatlona to be ohaerved ln formulatlng
this reqiiest, and lf by any chance y< u had th*
mlafortune to ask a man to a -pt j >ui mer*
"¦ Ideratlon," or even your "h..';,li c naldera-
tioix" inMead <.f putting the latter In its BUperla-
tive sen.-..', he would be Ilkely to regard hims.-lf as

leeply insulted. As the c. irernmeal have hith-
>rto Influenced the faahlona in this r.-speot. It ls
lo be boped th.-.t .v. Bourgeola'a clrcular requeat-
ing Oovcrnmenl Blclala to dro:> all i iele .- v<
biurre in their rrespondence wlll ext.^d it;. ln-
ll,' to prlv .- an I aoclal cplatol iry Inter-

Th« Prlmi Mlnl ler and hla cotlcai
announce that they ^.i:i no longer mnanl to be
addrersed i>;.- the tltle of "Blxcellency," <Wd;ire

:.iu rd "Moi ur" .".
' ir* that

i. "la Mlnlstre" is entlrely BUperfJuoua, nnd d
mnrd that lettera, no matter t<> whom dlre t< d,
ahould cloe* wlth the brlef phraa*: "M's clvlll-
Ma," or "Mfs aalutaUona," whh h may be br ,i lly
rendered in Engliih t;. "Toura truly," r "Toura
Blncer.-ly." Whlle, on the one h.ind, everythlng
that ls calcii'.atod ln onv way to 1 away with
aU those form*andold«fa*hloned courtoues which
ln days gone hy w>r. for the B*rench lhl reputa¬
tlon of heiner the moal polltc and ('<p.-.n; man-
neretl nation in the world must be a Bttbjecl for
rogrct. yet. on th* other han 1. forelgn taklng
ap their raeldence in t.i!,-- < luntry wlll ;..- rall >ved
to flnd the local ethlcs of good form and of
"aavolr falre" lt: BOI lal intercourse so much sim-

/ plifled.
The falr at Ncullly this year will be Jeprived

of Its greateat attrnotion. For Maraellles. the
jiviai and world-renowned Herculee, so long the
itiMfi famlllar flgure al all theae Bhowa, has
paaaed over into another world, where liis talenta
as the gr.-at.-st 0)8eatler of his day wlll. it la to
be feared, carry n welght He haa been before
the publlc as rhamplon of bla .-trt slnce tne year
IW7, ar.d leavea beblnd hlm a natlonal reputa-
tlon. not only for excei!.-n«-> ln bla professlon,
but for g mll nature an.l blg-heartedneBB. He 8vas

everybody'B friend, the principal attractlon in

everyshow, whlle hlaconveraatlon waaofamo
entertalnlng chara rter, his profesalon, ln Bplte of
the Whole of hi:- long life havlng been B-penl ln
ne of thoae gypsy carta or caravana that form

f every travelllng ahowi havlng broughi
him Into contact wlth dlatlngulahed people of all
klnda, laoaea and natlonialltlee.
Among tb" Vlsitora here durlng the last week

has been the Bmpreaa Eugenle, 8vh<> spent sev¬

eral days al the Hotel Contlnental whlle "n her
way to her vllla r-t Cmpe Mart ln the Bouth
of Prance. Bha llved quletl) and unoatenta-
tlouBly, Uklng her meals In tho publlc dinlng-
room. kcenly obsening and manlfestly enjoylng
the anlmatlon and th.- vivaclty thal prevalled
among ihe big erowd of guests preaent, nol one
of whom seemed t> bo aware of her Identlty.
Bhe dlned twlce 8vith her c ualn, Princess Ma-
thilde, wlth whom she was scarcely on speaklng
terms when on the throne of France, and like-
wlae s-pent an afternoon at the niagnlfi.*-iit new
manal m of i: dand Bonap rte, wl acted as her
ei irt throughout her entlre atay here, aa ir
obllvl 'us of the facl thal she had rloaed the do tb

of tho Tulleries agalnst hls father, the sangul-
pary I'rlnce Peter, and by refuslng to recognlze
hls mother or to permlt the Iate Emtjjeror to glve
legal aanctlon to the unlon b tween ih.* plumb-
er'a daughtei and the i'l-ln ¦¦¦. had brand. i hlm
.that la, Roland.wlth the Btlgma of llk gltlmacy

A Bt OY TO MARK BI8 GRAYB.
"CHARLIE" BHARP, FJSHl'UMAX. WANTS TO

BE BURIBD IN PORT JEPP-RBON HARBOR
Tbere ara few miii along tbe ncrth sbore of .ong

laland who me mon* wtdely known than "Charlie"
Bharp. "Charlie," bo it known. is a typleeJ Tankee
flaherman. Bverybody la the vldnlty of Port Jeffi r-

aon knows or baa heard of hlm. He recently came
more prominently into publlc not ice by happenb'g
to be ihe huaband of Mary Bharp, who on a bltter
cold nlght in January berolcally fl ri '1 two men from

droirnlng. His daily occupalion as a Baberman hai
made blm one of the most espert of watermen, whlle
his knowledgo of Perl Jefferaon Harbor and n> con-

fiuents, as well ns tba nelghbortng watera of Long
laland Sound. is unourpaooed. It has been aald thal
he knows more about the bottom of tbe harbor :han
most men know about the roads ln tbat part of
Lona Island.
"Charlie" ln the yeara he baa icratched the bottom

of tbe baya ndjoihing Port Jefferaon Harbor wlth
hls tel pole and clam acrape hns b. come so fumiiiar
wlth the underwater part of the harbor that he
has foinvd n lasting attachment for lt. He haa
glven it o-.it to be dlsttnctly underatood that on hla
death be wants hls body burled ln tbe soft mud Bl
tbe bottom of Conaclence Bay, where, Inotead of ..

toml.stone to mark tbe .-;;>ot where be ll.-s. he would
bave a buoy flrmly anchored over blo head, with
some such InocriptiOB ns thls on it:

"Here are the mortai remalna ol _barlea Bharp,
*\'ater never hurt him when allve,
And ll won't HOW be s dead."

Thls whlm ls one of the many eerentrlcltles of
"Charlie." He ls ln thorough earneol about tbe
mode of bls burial and tulks about tb** detollfl of i*
wlth much Intereot. "Charlie" has oaved so many
people from drownlng that he has come to regardli us :. matter of llttle conaequence. Nothlng glvea
hlin so much renl dellirht as hookln* some clty "sum-
mer boarder" out of tbe w.iier by ;'i" seUt ol
trouoera with an eel pole and quietly landfnK hlm
in the bow of his boat. £50 many people bave been

mm.
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taken out of the waters of Port Jefferson Harbor
by "Charlie" tbat h« has come to be known aa "a
floher ..f men." One of hli rea. uei . ai a. ompl h< I
wltb much diflk-ulty. A drunken man who had gone
rowin* f.-ll Into tbe water one nlght. "Charlie
was nearby and with a few stroke- of hla "m ¦*-

alongalde ibe unfortunato man. whom he hook'
Into the boat. As the drunken man'a sklff had ink,
"Charlie" atarted to pull toward ahore Tbe r.-iiow
bad not be.-n Bobered by his ducklng, and ion
ahowed a dlapoaltlon to get oul and walk. "Charll.
tlied 10 i-Tsuode hlm that walklni? ln tb.it part of
the buy was particularly bad, but the man calmly
Bteppea overboard. "Charlie" got bir:i oul agaln,
to DO s-.ire, but tho m;:n wanted to try it once more.
"Charlie" flnally placed hls eel p"l" along the man'a
bHck and wound yard after yard of flshing llne
around blm untll tho feilow could acarcely move a
muscle. He then pla '¦! hla pai enger, stifr aa a

mummy. ln tbe bottom of tbe boat and In a few
atrokea landed hlm safely.

AEASKA'S LAKE WITH A GOLD BOTTOM.
Frfim The I'ortland Oregonlan.
Bdwln Hofstad, a minlnu mjn, of Alaaka, who haa

been apendlng .veral days In Port4tnd, hai left ii.r
hls far Northern home to contlnue arork "ii bla
clalm cn th<> ohorea of the famous "gold lake," near
Sitka. Thla myotertoua luke was known tn tbe
early Ruaolan aettler in Alaaka, but waa lealoualy
guarUe.l by the c'zir's oflliiais. and but llitle of the
gold was tak'-n out. Accordlng to tho traditlono
of Bltka, several enterprlalng mlnere ln early days
eitabllobed a camp near the bik>- and lecretly minei
a .piantlty of the preclous metal, whleh they dlopoaed
of in Sitka. but they pald di irly lor thelr venture,
belng arreated an/ Imprtaoned for long terms ln :t
Hussian priaon. Mlnera pald no more attention >

the .ake untll after the Beward purchase, and then
thi iti oi "f the :nlnes was forgotten.
Of Iate years Alaakan adventurera have been

Industrioui ln aearchlng for ihi:- l-.l Dorado, but thelr
effo.-t.s wero never rewardod wlth lucceaa, It re-
malned for Mr. Hofstad. who la mnected 8vlih
tt,.- Bltka cuatom houae, to linl tho wonderful lake,
An acr.-i Rucslan ohoemaker of the town pul hlm "..
th« righi track. bul lt waa only aft.-r areeki of
pHtlent exploration that ho hit upon the sp..t Tho
shoemakers )'.e guldi waa the knowledae th;it the
"gold lake" lay Immedlal ly beyond anothei lake of
¦Imlar Blse, and lhal both orere orlthln twelvo miles
of sitka. When Mr. Hofatad waa aaaun l of Ihe
valu>- of his nnd, he returned to clvKlaatlon, and
bonded a ha'f-intereat ln tbe mme to an _aatern
oyndlcate. Tho gold is waohed w.th llttlo tr"u!.;e
fiom th.- ian li on the ahore of ihe lajte. nnd as-
oaya all the way fr.un $1 S te IH per cuMc yard,
accordlng io Mr. Hofotad. Thla, ii will be seen, la
exceedlngly r-ch, arhen It ls remembered thal the
beal Callfornia hydraullc rmneapay but ii faw eenta
t.er cublc yard. tiuring Mr. Horata I'a aay ln Port-
iand, ho became engaged to Mlai Andre.i Xllaen, of
thla clty, and the yi ung mlner wll! return to Port*
and early ln Aprii ind be marrled.

QUEER BB1DAL C08TUME8.
From th» Chlcag.' Inter Ocean,
a Blngular marrlogo cuatom prevallo among the

Fi ii .1 Canadlom In Quebec Afi'-r ti"- morning
marrlnge aervlce ln the church Ihe bridal part)
ln calechi or cabrlolet, -..ake a tour of .-ulls upon
relatlvei and frlenda durtng U.e day, ani then re-
: irn igaln to church for veapero.

i: foro tho evenlng dance al ihe brlde'a new hi.me
trie oupper. When tiie company r^-e from

tbe table the bride k. l-ps her Beat, and s.in.e one
oikfl wlth great dlgnity: "Why does madame wai:'.'
ls she oo soon m bad sjrace?"
She replleo: "Bome cna has atok n my i-lljij.f-r; l
annol walk.
Then they carry her, ehalr nnd ail, Into the mld-

ill» >.f Ihe room. whlle a loud knocklna anneuncea
a Krote«quc ruRKed vt-n ler .,.' 1...IS and thooa II-
!ii)-*ls befora ihe illpperl II l.ri'.<. and iries on a
lona Buoceaaton of old i.o.,ts nnd shoea of everyrarioty and alze untll at laat he flnda h r mls.sln{;ah ".

Tha groom redeems lt for a go.»i price. whlch la
fi -nt In treatlng th.< company. If the groom i«
noi watchful thiy steai ber bal and cleag, which
he r< 1-ema in tlu* aame way; and they bave been
known to ateal the brlde, for whlch there must bellber-l pay. The church forblda round >i ..--<.. The
event of tbe evenlng ls a Jig, in whlch a guei't
v.iiunteera to outdance the brlde. li aucceaaful,th visiior demanda a priz. from i'i groom.

I 000 EXBCVTIOXBR.
From Tlie Bpeotat >r.

Nelaon araa ona of ouraelvea, TrVhare wa wenl he
w.-nt. He wa* apedally fond of followlng our tr.t;,,
and nothing. not even doggle friend*. could diveri
him from Ua falthful attendance at our wheela.
i,n" Bummer wa were ptaylag at tha wes: coa
.liiHue of galtcoata, where the Banda are broa.i
aiul d-t, and w<- oft. n drove aloriff the road sklrt-
ing thi bay. Nelson followed, of courae, The dogs
of thi vlllag i'lotn moleated or Interrupted him.
but one r.ish 11112. t. rrler repeatcdly ruahed out of
bla garden gate as we paaaed anl hlt at Nelson's
heels. Tlme after tlma Nelaon decllned to notiee
the Ineult, bul one day bla patlence evidently be-
eama exhausted. Turnfn* around he caught tha
unhappy terrler by the back "f thi i.e.-k. cirrl. i
blm down ihe randa an.l into Ihe wa heai d .>.

put his p*« on hlm and drowned hrm. and
c.-c-ried hlm back to ihe dry aan n il«' bl o ii
there. one crunch of hla J_wa would have don* the
Ue..; ami mon qulckiy; bul II Beemed *a f S laon
had r.t> peraonal anlmoalty to the .!.>;. or at leaal
bad auppre*a*d lt. bul had conclud. thai tha world
was better wuntinj liuch - anariinj car.

CIJECKEI- PLAYEKS' BAUNTS.

QUEER RESORTfl WHERE BXPFRT8 PLAT
OREAT OAME8.

PoLLAK'S LITTLE TODACCO BHOP OSM OF Tlli;

PRINCIPAL "m:- "in: C1I_CK«B
ri.rii's ROOMg.

One of New-Tork- moal rarloua phasea ^ the ex¬

pert checker playlng thal goea on day ar.d nlght ln

out-of-the-way corner* of the metropolla. Though
che<-kers baa long been known «s a "croaa roada'
g.ime, there la vt a «r--it anaoant of teatlng tlu

atrength ot ambltlou* playera thal sprinK up on

r-v r> hand, and not * few llttle tourn»menta th.u
are entere.l Into Wlth as mu. n Beal Blld BXCltemenl
nn it tii.y were Internatl b*1 eh*a* matdJea. Th.

... rackajacka" from all lha Ifl Into

dty frequently to compara th. lr prowesi arlth that
of playera of reputatlon, and m n from far dlal nl
cltlea come la New-Tork whenever they an for the
., ... ,,,,,.,. 0t ,, ag over thedraughtetooard arlth
i.i men thej bave he»rd aboul for yeara

a number of experta la nol large, li la true,
but thoae who hav- obtalned r.mk In the g ime know

tach other well and eontrtve to meel frequently
rh there are thouaanda of checker-boarda to be

had for the aeklng. If a gama la dealred In Ihe ran-

o_. publlo houaea of New-Tork, lha experta pa** 1

o\ i.i: TIIE BOAKD8 AT POLLAK'S.

nll ihese by and ran be found ever) day ol ihi
ln one of two placei thal havi come t.. be known
as "headq lartera." Thero may playen
of brtlliancy thal nev .- come lo th. two qu
.-..!¦¦. .- ich are
.iien of -tn llng ln the ter fraternrty ol Amer-
|i ,i. for, though few i ple know II

.. thk intrj are ai

iu anj other game th re

Ing -if f rn. men iched. each
of l»i ing ai

,n * kei and the othei greal .. al

j i-- a bal thej in ..¦ al the i :¦

i
re alwayi h ive been ci e. ker "headq nl

;:, New-York. oi far back even oa i quarter of o

Then tl o famo B. D.

Tatee, orho, al tho age ol twenty, wa

, v-r the renowi I Jamea 8* Herd Lo I-
,ii,¦.-. ihi hamplon of Ihe a 11 I,
head of th.rl< ol rheckei mi n ll ol
ln the baoem Belmont II tel i

ton .-...'..¦ Uter the 1 H
¦ dl< ml death, ihe gan

foui or Hve yeara, though 11 lylna. arenl
mean tlme q ilto llvi ly In ihe Cttt I,
the :: iwerj Bllli la o Into ei

tho Sea l ork Ch« ker Club, In Ba T< nl

arlth an .¦; mla n t thin'.

the othi ra, thls, .-..,.

ng came to ti
No one, inleoi be a-ere Id, would know tho

where Ihe greal matebea of lh< pre enl day
ur.- foughl "ii'. ao qulel I

ab H ll and llttla .' ivo th ..

publlc notlci A llttlo hei kei pla
ihe tlme In ih* roomi ol ihe Toung Mei
Aaoo latl n, al Twenty-thlrd-ol and
and ;ii. oceaalonal lourney la hi Ihere, but theoo
ar- nol 11" .*".f ".'.*

or two, whooo namea are ln anj imoua ll
ls iu iwo placeo, as haa Juol tx -.. aald, thal

Important gamei thal are play l each yoor In New-
Tork ara coniended, and theoo only the
of playera knoa
Both of them ara ns qualnl llttla "dena" aa in

be found anywhem In tho clty llmlta One la lh«
preaenl New-Tork Checker Club, on 'be areel slde
«.f Beventh-ave., Jusl bolow Tl.lrty-f. urth-at., on

the second floor of an old frame bulldlng; the other
,-, tlny elgar-ohop far over In Twonty-thlrd
blo k and o half from Ihe VVIlilamiburg ferry. Thla
latter llttle emporium, atrange to aay, hai be<
boma of New-Tork chockers for tho laal ten yeara.
Bltuatod ln tbe centro of a long row of foui itory
brick teneroento, In ti.e mldal of a Wock thal li
i. nt ami just on the outsklrts of ihe famoua
"iii..- Il maa Dlatrict," and wlth hai llj room enough
for a doaen men tc itand wlthln when tha door la
looed, ll yet hns aeen aome of the moal notablo

checker matchea thnt bave ever beea played in

Amertca.
Tha ahop, all ln all, Ib barely Bla feel wlde by

twelve long, ind the. tunter, arlth Ita
and tho ohelvlng al lha ba. k roo ns nearlj to tho
celllng, t ik< up a ¦ ted pari of thla ipace, Bei ii
the countor there i- oni) Jual room for tho keon
proprletor to movo about, and on the publlc
Blda ef lt two men eould bardtj itand abrea v.
bero ono checker-board, o/llh ll men c refully
placed, 1*) always oet out, oftener two and oomi tlm
even thr..-, and tbere is hardly an hour from mhl-
day t" mi-inih'ht on Bla daya of tbe week when one
game, al leaat, is not actlvely ln prcgreaa
Tha scene Is plcturesque, Though there is as

Blgn outotde t-. Indlcate thal auch -. thlng -';;

en ls ever Indulged ln here, lha repute ol the
littie ahop Is auch among checkei men lhal
ploco ',n i.. rer empij
Tbe ahelving back of tha countor Ib plled hlgh

v. Ith tobo and and tho gl. -

ai*e full of clgari and pipes, Every few mln
utes men of lha meehanlc typa and chlldren from
tho nelgbborini tenemenlo, arlth obawli tbrown ovei
thelr h.-uds and pennleo pn.i d tlghtly In thei
iie mts, come iii I. make imall pur. >. Wlth
a brlak at.p, a cordlol imlle, and i joke for each,
tba proprletor attendi to them, kll tbe whlle keep-
Ing an eyo on th.- gamei thal are belng played.

lY'-'nn ntly he takes a hand ln them hlmaelf, glv-
Ini hli full attention to th.- board untll tho door
openi ind o proapectlva cualomer oppeara. Then,
Jumplng up baatlly, be hurrlea behind iv.- countei
t.i attend to bualneaa, keeplng, meanwhlle, th. im
clooely ln hls bead, anl never lettIng ihe icience
ihat ls tovolved ln his next movo eacape hlm lo
Intoreated is he ln the game, ai ao much doea he
snjoyatttlng over tbe boai la houi after b tr, that
hs v.i'i pi.iy with any one thal comei h oi
for a mit !.. ne man. i h m mu *h oi m
or how poor a plaj . thal man ma j be
chlef dellght, oa li qulte naturil. foi
can oaolly i"- reckoncd amona tho beal flfij pla;of Amerlca, li In gettlna aome noted problemlai ui
champlon agalnai hlm. or eoen iwo of them,
llhtei to look .' aa well no pla i.

.Vm,-¦!.-..¦ I'.i.iak is thli tobaci ilat'a name, and
Ihe waj hla ahop haa coi tu tx th moat lm-
poatanl "aeat" ol checker-playing In New-Y
Intei llng. ll grew oul ot imall ueglnn.nga, Blnipljfrom in. ia.-1 ib.it aboul o doaen *,. .i ago noon
after be had boughl thla llttle ihop, he b ,n Iu
play checkeri In i i irely amateur way. One day
th.-re walkad ln Dr. Bchaefer, one of tho beal clu k-
er men th..: New-York ' it\ haa ever
iu « player who la of Natlonal Bjepute. Dr,
8 ihaofer came ln mi 11 lj for the
a clgar, but aeelug ih. checkei b ..

on a llttla tabl.-, and Pollak wlth a h wk bei ira hl.
otudylna oomc movi at onca i" ame Int. ted anl
propoaed a game. Oth llowed, and il wi
not long befora Schacfei uai to drop ln aevei
nlghtaa week. He brought othora. and atep b;the hablt {rear among the New-York men ol
around ta Pollak'a arhen they wanted a ¦>. aame,for ihe t thal thej knea the ehanci wer
th.it thej .. meet oom anta tonlat worth}th- !r powen
Nor waa i: kmg before Ihe llttle ahop bec. na-

ti n. ij t im< bo f.ir m ch. ck< ro lo con
ti..* cbocker papera, month aftor month,
gamei would be repjrted os havlng been fougbt out

I.

^Srowadaya the Intera*! keepe up qulte aa a*l*/oly.
__4 lt ls almoal Impoaalble to Und an hour ol lha
£$ _J .!__¦; wh-n . here arc noi balfadoaenor

orrWao.tunl««UWceBMr7 Day ln and d.y oul
:,, if th n. arlll M»t'i all thelr tlme movlng k
.ndforth ucrow the board. carlng nelther to eal t, r

¦.' fi ,(,.> can only kccp .... rtgurlng out the

piAi'mo5t -au_iIyVpic«ureBque ire tlie rooma of the
viu V"ik .'.' ker Club. In Beventh-st. They are

.,,..,,, h..i b) .. curlou* atilrway that runa up out-

.'..'. of ,.;.. bulldlng. the way then leading through
irk hallway Into .-. room »f falr alze, but an-

floue-looklng and qualnt. There la a blg barbera
.l/.ir ln one corner, for Ihla ls alao a b*rber'a
V cy and the r -i of the *pa - 1* fllled wlth thr*e
, *, ,.. Vi, h of which contalna two checki r-boards,
A 'V. 'it awingtng-lamp, glvlng a brtlllant iight th.it

i.-.-d tn a bygone era, hanga on
ntre "f the Illng The S-

av*. I irge wlndow _ entire
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POPl I IA PRIXCE88 If l' DE.
,., uaude of W ... la th. oi iya tdy In

ted to i )f a monocle or
Bhe carrlea il In hei eye withoui

... ii. ,ii of h< r :.:.¦... and In cpnjunc-
.-.¦:¦ atyle of coirleflneaa It

look* ver. knowing and dashlng. Prtnceaa afauda

*$-P>
lf -

i_

<.!- h;_¦ i i jSJl I pau¦.'~ "*"- "'vnr^'
* \

hi ao | oi ul ir In E ly. n u n ore ao than
othei of the younger membera of tbe Royal

famll thal her example la qulta extenalvely fol¬
lowed by young matrona and unmarrted gtrla,

ig|.i man< of them bu ce*d in ualng ll with¬
oui twl '¦. r th ir facea Into unlovely contortlon.
Prlnces* Maude'a monocle I* In keeplng wlth her

if.ee True, she doea n il rlde a

i,.,.v,.|,. nor d. he hoot; bul Bhe rldee, drlveaand
ta perfectlon, and is partlculariy clever In

atufflng and mountlng blrda and amall enlmala, In
v..! carvlng and In Ibe aforklng of lron and copper.
Bba ia partlcular favorite ... her father, wh.. ap-

:¦ , .ui.i admlrea Bbove all otbers, her wlt,
i, ¦. of repartee, vrrve and chlc, which aba haa
certalnly nol Inherited from her mother, and whlch
...,.;,. of hei ith aava perbapa her aunt, the
Marchlon. ¦ of Lorne, aharea. l.dn- the latter, aha
li dlipoeed to coqueterle, prlaea more hlghly her

p, mlnence the acor* of charm and favrinatton
than of that of her royal rank, and doaa not dka-
duiii to fllri aometime. In a moBi outrageoua man-
., r More than any other prlnceaa of the relgning

11 . lom, an ab* has
been permltted to travel obou everywhere and to
.i;iV al all :.":'* ol cour.tr> hou ei withoui tba
nllglitesl fuaa Irderd, i er bo happy aa
.,.).,,, thu* able lo la) naide hr prerogatlvefl nnd
turroundlna of her rank, and to glvi free icope to
1, t,,i-,-.v develoni-d *plrll for tun and mtarhlef.
The latter haa ied her to 'naplra many (uaceptlble

¦ wlth grand », whlch ahe has, how¬
ever, immpencJ h) meana of her earcantlc

..-., -!-,- ilr.T, il look ii her ¦-. rapectally
when ahe haa the Inevltable monocle icrewetl into lt.

t\ IXTERXATIOXAL EPI80DE.
From The B*n Prandaco Argonaut.
An "Argonaut" contrlbul ir wr tea u* from Lower

,-.. fornla that he has Juai been down on the Qulf
be went in a Chlneae junk commanded

by a Dutch capl In to i-xamlne a 11 -lcan mlne for
an Kngllah company, ... thal on the trlp hla irish
cook .li.mk up all tba Bcot. h .,.. ¦-.

VBAXOIXO Tlli: SAME8 OP CITIE8.
Prora The Tellowatona (Mon) Journal.
Thia Democratlc Admlnlatratlon la playlng hob

v.: i, th.men. lanu !oni towna and
Flral lt wi . il ..'in. hed up;

nexi Horae Plaln* lina It* horae* atol m and la plain
Plaln*. and now Greal Kalli ¦.-... ipFandgo**
wabhllng along ompi lli d to maka n new rt y itatlon
ii Oicatfuli*. l*r-tty aoon lt wlll bB MUe-.lty, wa
agpecta

AMERICANS ABROAD.

THE ENTHUSIASTIC DILETTANTE.
Of all the types of Amerlcana who make thelr

abode ln Kuropo one of the most dlstlnctlve, t-OOgh
one from the nature of the case not frequently met.

Is the rlcb dllettante. He longs for an Intellectual
aslatence; he knows tbe beauty of the Ideal world;

sometlm.s he really has Ideas; but the burden ot

hls wealth hm prevented hla mastery of any ono

subject ln tbe sphere of art or letters to whlch he

feeii hlmaelf attraeted. The apur of neceeelty has

falled hlm, and that spur ia a compelling force

whlch llttle abort of genlus can afford to dlspense
wlth. But the dlletUntO'a wakness ls a thorouehly
amlaMe one. nnd he Is srenerally an Int.-restlng p< r-

Bonallty; an entertainlng one, at any rate, and

witbal a gentleman.
Huch a man it was Talbofs Kood fortune to know

when he was apending s-ome of bla stiident years iii

.'..-rman ritlea. Belng a siudent of more thlnga than

th.- books furnished hlm, Talbot. who waa really
fond of bls friend Frledricha. found In hls charac-

t.-r a subject for ciirlois obeervatlon as well as

Bympathy. Ills memories of tliis friend were re-

newed al a Kath'-rlng where types of Americans
were under dlocuaston.
"1 bad n.e; Priedrlcha one minimr in Tlayreuth,"

oatd he, .and Bpenl a few pleaoant days wlth him

there. Then our patha had dlverged and I had
buckled down i.Kaln to the somewhat severe course

of study l had mapped out for myself ln certaln
tierman cltlea My researches took me from plaee
Io place, ar.d the followltw' November found me ln

Herbn. There, at ti.e Phllharmonle, l mei Frled-
rlchs agaln.
"Frlcdrlchs and I had been at Tals together. Ha

was tb.- Bon of a ricb Phlladelphla bnnker. but for-

tunately had avotded moat of the pltfalla tbat are

o< t for iln toni "f rlch men, and so far ftom follow¬
lng tb.- routlne of pleasure-lovtng Amerb-ans, had
,i, voted hlmaelf with anxloufl care to a great varb-ty
of Intellectual puraulto. But hla llnea had falb-n
in ouch places that h" waa not only cultlvated, but
urbanc; something of a man of tht* world as well
us a atudent.
"Prledrlcha Insisted on my dinlng wlth hlm in

his penalon. It araa not a place to which Amert-

cana reaori L Frau MQIler'a huaband was a 1'ost-
dlrektor.a blgb on__1 in tii- Oerman p..-.stal s. r-

»lce, arhoo. particular bualneaa was to care for the

Rmperor'a own mall. He ha! a llne apartment ln

one of the most fashionable streets. At his table
snt young FUrsl Mohrenhehn, who, unllke most

young Oerman noblemen, waa Btudybtg at the un1-

verolty I.ib ad "f at the Ktlegaachule; alao hla

COUBln, young (Jraf Fttrster. Triedrlchs Informed
me eonnd'*ntla'Iy tbat he bad look -1 up the '.'urst

in tha 'Almenach de Ootha,' an.l bs was ther-:

Further, th'-re were a Jacq ies Baudouln, Berlln
correspondenl of th.- Parts "Oll Blae," and a young
Ruoolan medlcal atudent Into this circle l-'rled-
rlchi bal ntte.i as to th- manner born. Could a

young American of we.v.th and educatlon, ye.nrnlng
. ,r coamopolltan expertence, hava Ughted upon a

m ire llttli z 'nillleu ?
"Prledrlcha at that t:me had tha unlveralty ln

mtemplatton thi hlgher tralnlng in mattera of

tranacendenl Intelle tuallty that only the Oerm n

u h p could gave, wblch. .--s be explalned t-j me,
.... ,. ... niy nttlng keyaton* to th* arch of a perfect

,i m, such as h- v.-is reaolved to galh. He

n maklng thal prellmlnary experlment wlth

v&riou i oi Btudy. and peraonalltlea of pro-
kntllch' and -tuaaeror lentll *»,' an l

-, ,: tha fi-edotn of Oerman unl¬

veralty methoda allowe, and thal waa alao emlnent-
... .,,... ., . ... pi r Btarted oul arlth
hlm th- flrai mornlng al bla InvlUtlon lo make

blm. H.. araa Ju*t then hovi ring
.... rg of 'Aeathetu-,' an gly, I

wenl wlth blm to one of Von Treli ecture*.

"Now, 'Aesthetlk' la a ch*racteri»tlcally Oerman
ui ¦¦ : of atudy. l know of no other race thal eul-

I , r ... | the aame wa\. ai methlng
0t iteelf. u relati i to the princlpl

I, and is about ns far away from

,: .in be la.t for conl mpora-
i-, n to anythlng In partlcular ia caa

f, iu devoteea wlU oombat thls. PVlad-
i! i when l t iv* f >rth n » vl ara. afti r llaten-

lt_tln*utahed aeathetlelan. It was the

very thlng, he aald, that «.'* nc.-d.-d for Amerlcana
l ,Vi n thi inl n elj practlcal ebara ¦. ¦¦:. F'.r

hla pirt. he w.is golng to preach thi gospdof'Ai
(after learnlnK thnt the I'n.v. rsity of Her-

.n kni t lt). and ha would r tura to Amer-
nnd pi ive to auch acoffera as myaelf tha valoa

of it to a nation
¦lt iv.is a few daya afterward that I aaw Fri».1-

rirbfl agaln. lle Inalated thal I Bhould go wlth

hlm to h'.ir Profeaaor W*gner*a lectura on poi il
Thera u. o ne* doctrtne, he de larad,

;,:. Bre*i theorl.t had evohred. one deatli

I make Iti mark ape Illy In the errtllaed world, ia

i i dutlon of. the dlfn beaac mo lera i

it. ty. I heard :hl doctrina expounded, or aa much

II tbe dry old prof W >r could Rct Into ft

atngle eture I dldn'l underatond lt very well,
,,,,! u n baa nol revolutlonlaed th* modern world

up to the 1 r, sent tlme, I Judge tt must have had
Ua defecte; but Prledrlcha was for :t. heari and
soul. He had already projected a aertea of artldea

upon ll for an Amerlcaa a*w*paper articleswhl h
were io win recognltlon for it In thla country-an-
otber ona of h!a methoda of leavenlng* at long
range. Bui II h**n'l yei leavened mu,-h. and Prted-
, ba baa long ilnce dropp It, as he _i.i 'Aeethe-
tik,' a.'ier he had .lr mk a number of not very
,! ,;. di lugbta at that Eterlan aprtag.

¦*If ihea* wera tha obeorblng and \ irted puraulta
nf Prledrtcha'a 'woralng day*.' as !'..- dealred them
to be called, his dlveralona war* no leaa varted,
anl they, too, alwaya had m\ lllumlnatlng pur-
pose. They were alwaya 'advanced' und alwaya in-

tellectual, and Prledrlcha alwaya Inalated upon
vlewlng tha arta In whlch ha delighted.whether
the diama. palntlng, mualc <>r Uterature.from a

atrlctly technlcal point of vl- w, though it ls eer¬

taln thal in most of them he had no real technlcal
point of \ l*W.
"The Berlln iheatrea were il that tlma admlrahl*.

Tha German tbeatrea are alwaya extremely catho¬
llc ln th.-ir repertory, and reach oul b..th forward
anl backward wlth a remarkable breadth of vl*w,
Where elae, for Inatance, e.in the hiatortcal playa
of Bhakeapaare ba heard In th. aequence? N'oth-
iik- rould be more Improvlng froni a ti rary point
of vlew, and Frli Irlcha was fully poaeeaaed of tb*
;.-i in.ui love for glvlng and hearlng 'cyclea' of
things. The rl itar of Ibsen, then n.«t riaible
above the Amerlcan horiaon, waa beglnnlng to
Bhed a eertaln radlance In the Oerman theatre*.
"Of courae, Prledricha waa attracted by Ita gllm-

nier; it w.is a ne* thlng, an 1 be was, from the mo-
m.nl be had heard of Ibsen and his vi. ws und
methoda, an ardenl Ibscnlte, it n.n ln a whlrl of

laam that he attended the flrat performanee of
'\ ira,' .md ill hla fi nda i!i<- n al day bad to llaten
to Frledrtcha'* rhapaody aboul technlque,' 'con-
atmction,' character driwlng and everytblng elae
thal * be ird of from the Ibaenll i

h i'i lual reeoi red from .. ighl lllnese, an l
w.n boihlng in the mlld genlallty of Ptlrat kfohren-
lu-iiuV Innocuou .ii- coi penalon (he .... >

the m gen emanly prlnce i c-.-er met), when
I'.' " ia mn In, ull .....¦.. :" Ha had l¦.. .,

wlth M. Baudouln to Bergmann'a cllnlc at tha boa*
pltal. H \\ is the thlng to do; a new aeneetlon.
Borgmann had iust com* Into populir fame, from
hi. connectlon wlth the t'rown Prlnc. Prederl k'a
lll-fated throat, and iii; aubaequenl quarrel witii
tho F-nhll-h Burgeon; .md nobody w.is 'up-to-date'
who had nm .. en blm opera te ln the Unlveralty Hoa-
pltal.
"go Prledrlcha made up a party for thls grawaaaa*

amuBcment. I am nol goin* to deecribe tbe acene,
becauae 1 Jldn't t*a IL l got wedged la the crowd
of Uerman medical atudent*, and was so alarmed
:.t what inlftht happeu lf I w.-re overcome ut thelight of Bergmann'a carvlng and couldn'l net out
that l bolled before the entertainment began and
iii.i io mtenl myaelf wlth Prledrtcha'a rapturea the
nexl d.i:. aboul ihe InapVltlng alght of conaummatemaatery.' in whatever ilel.i dlaplayed. As hi knew
no more aboul aurgery than I dld, 1 could but tru.-t
to hla iplr.tunl in-lxhi Into the quality of master-
ahlp on w iu -ii he p. led hlmi II.
"r*Tledrlch« ...-.. ol courae, one of the most ad¬

vanced in lii< Idea* about mualc. We had talkcd
muslc a good d.-ai .ir Uayreuth the pre\ >ua *um-
nni, and whlle Frledrtcha waa properly devotcd to"fhe Maater'* muaic, yel Parsifai liad rojie upagalnal fom* of hla vlewa ln another sphere of
thought, and he could nol have enough to -.m
againat 'the phllorop u r of "Paralfal." be t illoa-
Ing BUtumn wltnesaed a Berilos revlval all over 0*r-
many. When Prledrlcha heard whal was golng on
nothing would d<> bui thal wa must both post off
io Preaden on ahorl notiee to wltneaa the ilr«t per¬formanee there of the long-n glected 'UenvenutoCelllnl.' lt wa'-. a brtlllant productlon, and we en-
.1 yed It.Prledrlcha, unreaervedly, as the latest ex-humatlon of an almoat forgotten, or al Last burledwork of genlua, and l. it mual be confeaaed, chlefly
on aecounl ,.f the exterlor brllllancy of daaallngorcheatratlon, a luperb itage-aetting ond aa anl"
in ited pi rformance.
"i)n om- return we were lmmedt*tely beeet by ||Baudouln for an ...icounl of our experiences, wblch'

a few dnj later, we found bi irtn al length in 'h.'.|column* .f the 'Oll Bla*,' wlth a Dreaden date. Tin
iiitie',.' wi- '.'iieinii in tlie most ... ,|, u-rma q-nanlp r Bcrlloa .>>i' whoae mu c M.-i'.ai-
douln had never heard a note), and of patrlotlc lui«"
antatlon for hla futc of bclni? uppn-dat-.i ,n h-
truo merlt only by tho Uermar.*, Inatead of by n*
own c.umryman, whoae cara be bad ao langedto

open to his musle. It ended dramatlcally wlth ths
brief paragraph:

" 'Pauvre Berlioz"
"So there waa one good result of our vlolt at any

rate. Frledrlchs had dlstributed aome more 'leaven,"
thVt tlme unexi>ectedly in France. The achleve-
ment lired him to project a letter of hli own te
accompllsh a simllar work ln New-York; but other
matters clalmed hlm, an.l like aome other of Fried-
rlchs's projecta, thla never came to reallzatlon."
Talbot reejretfl that he wa« recalled to Amerloa

before Frledrlchs had made the complete round of
the arts beforo hls eyes; but he was obliged to
miss hls frtend'a devotlon to palntlng. He haa
heard from frieiids, however, that lie haa taken up
hls abode ln Florenee and baa devoted hlmaelf to
art criticlsm wlth an astonlshlng persisiency. Ha
fell ln with a domlnatln* mlnd wlth new theoi,es
about old maatera, a man who had gathered a
smill group or dlnclplea ahout hlmaelf, and with
them Frledrlchs haunts the gallerles atu.lylng can-
irasea by the square lnch and ecqulri.g an exact
knowledge of dlfferent atyl.-a of br-uah marks, of
medla, plgmenta and jrlasea. Frledrlcha, lt Ib
understood, ls an authority on Ilottlcelll, though
i. ithlBg from his pen has been aeen upon that auo-

ject.
His frienda are awaltlng the day when Friedriche

shall have flnlahed hls self-cultlvatlon and ahall
return to his natlve land to leaven ita Intellectual
llfe. Will that day aver come? With the men of
Frledrichs's type that day seldom comes.

IIIGII FRICED SEATS.

MORE OF THE PREVAILINO DISCTSSION
OF RATES AT THE THEATRES.

An arti.-le aopeared in these coiumr.a a few weoka
ago in regard to the prlcea of aeata in the New-

York the-ur-s an 1 the comparatlvely recent advance

rrom um ti) n m ¦*>»»¦-ot lh°,ocaI aom s- aince

the publlcatlon Of the artlcle referred to there has
b. ra some llttla dlacuaaton of the subject. and two

of tho hlghest-prtced theatres have return-1 to thelr

older and lower ratea. At on» of these it is an-

nouneed that the return IB temporary, anil that the

'ilKh.-r pr.ces will 8w> returned after the run af tho

prM ,.,.-, and at the otrier lt is aald that tho

blgh iirlces were only temporary.
A man c.-.m* to the bOX^fllce of the latter theatre

a few days ago and aaked the price cf three of ths

beat oeata. -ita dollara," the tt*eaa*arer replled.
The maa BB- "Ab!** In rather a d-Jectel tone, and

w.-i t away. "That's the way lt goes." said the

Ireaaurer to a byatander: "ha Bervar wlll come back

to thls theatre agaln. ,If I toi 1 hm M50 he would

havo bought the seats. and he would have come

For M other purpoae, apparentiy. than to refute

a reaaonab'.o pr*opa8ecy. the man did come back

wlthln three minutes and bought the sents. He

hs 1 mcrely gtr.« OUtSida the dOOT to consult iome-

ly whom he had left there. ijut. as tha professor
0f cbemlStr/ WOUld say. "th.ugh the experlment haa

falli 1. the prlnciple remalna the aame."
Tbe prlnciple waa better -.lluatrated once when

jn'.n Haro was playtng ln ¦eotlaad. Aa he had to

pay tbe traveiiing espenaea or a large company and
. of movlng a g)od d«al of heavy acer.ery,

. fu'-r | rleea of 'he theatre wre ralatd a littlo,
tbOUgh they were atlll far belOW London prices. A

provldent Seotchman came to the door of the plt
with his wlfe and learned of tha advaaee in pricea
with amasemenl snd llsgust Ho turned away and

conaldered the subject, ond in the enl aent hls wlfo

and went to the play alone. That is the- way

u r*ally worke, thou-rh the special asaaapla may bo

rather a flagrant one. P oplo of moderate means,

n-ho aro tho real Bupport of the theatres, do not

¦,-.-, many tlcketa at a high price as they Oa at

a l w price, exct-p: in special easea. Thei may go

.... play once, but they do not go twice. and

they do not take so many of thelr fesaals relatlYOe

with them
The BpecUl eases referred to in the last para-

graph aro Ihoae of espedally llne or famous or

coatly attracUons. For instance, the reguiar price
of orehestra Btalls at the Metropolltan Opera
P, .-.. |a tS but for a few of the recent perform-

of "Tlie Hug-ienota" ar.d "Carmen" lt was

1- "Now tbat is robbery." said an opera-goer tho

other <1. v, wh< n he made the discn-ery. Well,
why la it robbery? A performance ln which Mme

Calve1 Mm.-. Melba ar.d Jean r.nd Edouard da
nr ia ,1 i| rrlvea wttd.mf a very con-

>-penee, an exper.se. lndeed. con-

,1.al,:>- m exeaoo of the usual one for a per-

formance at the Metropolltan. Moreover. experl-
enco has ahown that It Ia easier to f.il the Metro¬

polltan Opera Houae on auch a nlght aa thia at

_dvanced pricea than it la ea aa efdaaarp n.ght
., ,, mur prlcea It aalgbt be Chrlstlan charlty

for the maaagera to sell at * aeats the demand for

Whlch they are unable to aupply at *.. but lt

»¦.¦'-,i not be hunwn nature. There la a llttle of

the eleroont of the auetlon about it. Buppoae. for

.aample. that there are 1.5"' aeata placed .!,*
,,.., Buppoae that there are Mat peofde m tha

etty who ara good. beneet, ertlatlc m.*4A*m
whO cannot affor.l P saeh, but COU-I afford f, each.

r.oth4a 8v.ni. they are wBh-g to bM t»W>»
But th.re are i..w other peroone who are wllllng to

pay, or. m other worda, to bld, -:-
l, muat further he remembered that mnoi

theae terrlbos seven-dottar nights a pretty good oeal

ln another part of tbe house can ba bad for $3. and

tha, tb. opera can ba heard for 11. These are tha

pportunttlea that ahould be ambraced by tha good.

honest, artlatfc muslc-lovers, and so. lndeed. they

are. Tbe completatl do not really rorr.e from

Ihem, for the most part Tbe people ta whetr,i Ilna

mu.,c ls as the breath of thelr n -str'.is cMofly
.... i m the belcony and the famlly etreto ol

.. opera houae. It always has beea so. and at-

tentlon has been called to the fact in the publlS
prtnts sometllng Ilke ten thousand tlmes, at *

rongfa estlmate.
The real hardshlp of the hlgh prices Is due to a

peeullar sort of ranlty, mispiaced ond aUtr. "monJ

theatre an.l opera loers, wfeUch cauaea its rlcthna
t, prefer hlgh-prlced aeata becauao they are btgb-
i rlo 1. Thia ranlty atllb-ts men more than women.

On the evenlng of a recent holiday the managef

of a popular theatre BhOWOd the wrlter h.s box-

lUtomenM for the afternoon anl evenlng.
Bhowed hugo recelpta. "Tou see." he said,

-he matlnee waa a llttle larger ihan the evenlng.
Tha waa bt *uss of ths greater auaiber ofadj
mlaalona aold. Women are more wl.ling to rtana

up to see :i play than men."
Agaln. thla ranlty ls of three degreea. W nnw

an.l mlideet degree afflicta only men. Ths .«.
of thls degree ls wlll'.ng to slt or stand ib almoat

any pari of tho house hlmaelf, bui he w.ii not aak
hla wlfe or hls oweetheart. more <^f'jV'> .
oweetheart, to olt anywhera but ln the ***?'¦ .>*_.'*.
In many cas.-.s. perhapa ln most, the a.Metneart

herself knows whal noneenee lt ia. and «ould
gladly go t.i a cheaper part cf the bouse but she
Ts oecure from ever belng aaked T»e vlctims of
the second degreS are those I eroone, men or wom-

.¦-. who do not want to be Been altKng in any bUj
th.- beat aeata. Thla degree la :he noat wldeaprea.l
of ib.* three. The thlrd ls a anall but clearly
marked degree. r conototo of thoie who are t>.und
to havo the hlgheat-prtced aeata no matter where
they ai". it waa dopo/ideneo oa thlo degn-e that
made the manager of tbe Madpea Square rheatre
usk $2 each for one row of i i* in nta baleony, at
a tlme when the reguiar prtceof Jtood aeata n all
!¦ iiseo was *i BO Th,- law of avenagea aaaured hlm

en itgh membera of tht thlrd degree would
be on hand every nlghl to rfake this pollcy pay.
Ry-the-way. lt proved ta»l the man who aald

that $T f.-r 'an opera seal waa robbery had gone
to ths opera on one of Biess apeelal ni«hta, and
had taken his coustn on* free^pass, allowiag her
.,, belleve that ho had padfor tho tlcketo. it was

n-it Ull afterward that h' dls-ovcred the price was
y, and hls wrath waa t-'-n 'lue to the fact that ha
had nol known it la **e lo cpnvtnee hls eousin
tbat h.- was spendlnf M i"*tead of **, Thla styla
of ranlty ls aa yet undaeslfled.
What has been laldOf the $. pera nlRhts applles

e.iuallv t. ope il o-'es'lons whlch occur at the
theatres, such as rheengi>'e-rt»nts of great and poo-
ular atara and ihe produetion of unusually costlv

dlaplaya Th**e thitiKs are exceptiona'.. how-
ever and there s.wns to be ao Indlcatlon that ln
general tho theat^a have Rained anythlng by the
advanee In pricei It i** certaln that many of
thoae Who are m*st °-os' ¦>' Intereetoo are aceptlcal
al>ot:t it. tO aav the ieas'. Act the.-e '.» one word
more th tt oughtjto be said on the slde of the maa-
agera befor.* thjtf slda af the eaao i« c.oaed.
Blnco the piP'icatlon of the artlcle referred f0

In tbe flrst pa«"***K*'h of thls one. The Trlbune ha8
prlntul a leter from a c irroapoodoat who sayi
that Nhw-Yo'* people p_v more for thelr amuse-
*ne|iis than ,n" Peop'e of any other city ln the
world, and PBt forelgn s'trs t*08M here feeling oe-
cure of mal'ni< *" 8 short tlme as much money ho
ihev .".ii'.il .nake Ht home ln a long tlme. Tho flrst
0f ti> -.. i'" propoaltlono may or may not be <>n-
tlrely ond sccurately true. but there ls doubtleso
trutl* ln L A? f,,r a9 lt ¦ tr,le- Bl ls the fauit of
the N.-w-V-uk people thamaelvoa. If they would
buy th Bteaper aeata, Inatead of Inalatlng oh havlng
the mo* egoenatva ones. whatever ths price, or lf
they w.ol'l Judge of plays more by what la In them
nml \cf by tbe prtceo that ti-*ir managera oet upon
th.m 'here would uuickly be a reductlon of ratea
Aa ttJthe atatement that forelxn actora are sure of
m ikl/B audden and !ar,'e fortunes here, It ahould
bo ry"*mbored that many fcrelgn entertalnero havo
r ,i:v Iu re, an.l hav. ;r ie-- home a*aln poorer bv
iUSfaboiit the amount of thelr azpo_oaa,to aay notn-
Ingof tholr Iom of time.
fhen extra prices are charced for forelgn at-

Jetl na tha >-\tra coal >f btlnirlng them here ahould

l....ldr.n to San Frr.nclsco and back n-' iln.
Thls much ha-i be.n said to ahnw why hlgh prlcif

are Bometlmoo charged. It muat not bi Interpreted
Into an anproval of hbrh nrli". at the theatres 'n
a moral Bomo proofo that these are unwloe snd
dtaodvantageouo, both io the mnnagers and to tho
pul 'I.'. w.l be attempted ln a futuro artlcle. It la
biliove.1. howevir. that lha ouhjoct wlll no better
iinderstc"!. ln view of the polnta that kkf AUA
hero sst fortha


